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Author: Luo Dongyang, Professor, School of History and Culture, Northeast Normal University, Changchun,
Jilin, 130024, China.

Abstract: The market mechanism had been introduced in the salt marketing policies of the Hongwu period.
By Xuande period, to achieve fiscal goals, the Ming government, breaking previous prohibits, allowed
officials to participate the trading of salt. Even after the re-announcement of these prohibits in
Zhengtong period, governmental officials’ monopoly of salt trade became more common in the years to
come. During Chenghua to Zhengde periods, monopolizing salt trade based upon the Emperor’s License
became an even more significant phenomenon. Powerful people’s monopoly of salt trade, especially the
monopoly relaying the power of the Emperors, not only obstructed the function of the market, but also
harmed the governmental revenue.

Key words: Ming Dynasty; trade of salt; powerful people; Monopoly; power elements in capital
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Author: Jing Yu, Associate Professor, School of Marxism Studies, Northeast Normal University, Changchun,
Jilin, 130024, China.

Abstract: In terms of legitimacy, political control must be supported by inner consents or moral proof. The
concept of min-zhi fu-mu( B 2ZACFE, looking after people as parents looking after their children)
appeared in The Book of Poetry and The Book of History indicates the transformation of the origin of
political legitimacy from mandate of heaven to internal virtue. The pre-Qin Confucians contributed
greatly to the interpretation of such a notion and discussed the concrete way of self cultivation and sense
of responsibility, which deserves close examination and retrospection.
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Abstract: Based upon the previous studies, this paper examines the connection between the commentary
texts of the Five Elements unearthed from Mawangdui Han tomb with the book of Mencius. It argues
that these commentary texts were produced earlier than the text of Mencius. Xunzi’s saying of that “Zisi
Sings and Mencius Joins” also indicates that Mencius inherited some ideas from those commentary
notes.
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Abstracts: This article deals with the geographical locations of certain places mentioned in the “Xishan
Section( P4 1114 )" of Shanhai Jing( 111745 ). In addition to providing corrections to related previous
publications, this article further explains the information resources of this section and discusses the
author’s considerations in material selection. It is pointed out that the region that covered by “Xishan
Section” matches the western frontier of the State Qin of the Warring states period.
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Abstract: Pi Xirui agrees that the classical document Yili( {4, ) was edited by Confucius, while Zhouli( J5%L)
was written by scholars in the era of Warring States, and the section Wangzhi( F1i| ) of Liji( #Lic ) was
written by followers of Confucius. Pi Xirui pays special attention to Zhouli and Wangzhi and tries to
made clearer distinction between the New Text perspectives and the Older Text perspectives in his study
of Classics.
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