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Characteristics and Naming of Speech by the She People
LUO Mei-zhen

Abstract: Those “Wuling Man” clan and “Wuxi Man” clan who entered the west Guilin and east Guilin were the
ancestors of the Yao and the She nationalities. Afterwards the ancestors of the She people emigrated to Fenghuang Hill,
Guangdong. Till the end of 6th century and the beginning of 7th century, a settlement of the She people was formed in
the bordering area of Fujian, Guangdong and Jiangxi provinces. The speech by the “hilly residents” She people in Boluo,
Zengcheng of Guangdong belong to the Miao Branch of Miao—Yao language family. The speech by those She people who
call themselves “hilly guests” is similar to the Hakka dialect. The She people love their own nationalities whose speech is
reluctant to be called the Hakka dialect. However, how to classify their speech is a scientific issue, which should be
based on facts. Anyway, the speeches spoken by the She clans in different places are different from the local dialects,
which should analyzed accordingly.
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