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Barns and the social reliefs in Song dynasty
HE Shi

(School of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: In Song dynasty, three kinds of barns are the institutions to store grains, which are both

different and similar. The charity barns mirror the governmental concerns for the grassroots, and govern-

mental barns reflect the official force, while the community barns speak for the folk force in social reliefs,

The intermingled governmental with non-governmental forces mark the increasing trend of the folk force in

the social relief.

Key words: Song dynasty; barn; social relief; official; non-government
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