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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

On the Sinicization of the “Class Viewpoint” of Historical Materialism in the First Half of the 20"
Century//Wang Guiren

While the class viewpoint originated in the West, it gradually became sinicized after it spread,
together with historical materialism, to China in the first half of the 20" century. This sinicization was not
simply an academic exercise, but reflected a changing social reality. During the 1920s, many atiracted to
the theory drew on the egalitarian idea of traditional society and developed divergent approaches to the
applications of class struggle in Chinese history. In the end, class viewpoint became absorbed in historical
materialism. But discussions of its meaning and application continued through the later periods, turning the

class viewpoint into an influential historical theory in 20" century China.

The Study of Modern History in Japan: Problems and Challenges//Zhang Yuebin

In recent years, there appeared some problems in the study of modern history in Japan. First,
influenced by empiricism, some historians avoided macro issues in history but focused instead on minute
evidential research. Second, some revisionist historians ignored basic academic discipline and developed
distorted views of historical events. Third, facing the challenges of right-wing politicians and historians,
most academic historians have been tacit and weak in forming their objection and delivering effective
criticism. In order for Japan to face a healthy future, therefore, it is imperative for Japanese historians to

make substantial changes to the study of modern Japanese history.

The Rise of the Study of Atlantic History//Shi Cheng
After World War II, the ideas of “Atlantic Community” and “ Atlantic World” began to appear in

politics and academic circles in EuroAmerica. They gradually also attracted attention from scholars all over
the world who helped turn the study of “ Atlantic history” into new research field. This essay first discusses
the concept of “ Atlantic history” in Western historical circles. It then stresses that the international situation
during the Cold War helped the development of Atlantic history. By reviewing the publications of the field,
it argues that there are three types of studies on Atlantic history. It concludes by stating that although the
study has achieved marked progress, it also suffers from Eurocentrism, for little attention has been paid to

the role played by Africans and American Indians in shaping the history.



