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ABSTRACT: On the ceiling of the antechamber of a stone relief tomb of the Han Dynasty at Qilingang

Celestial Maps  Taiyi (the Supreme Unity)  Han Dynasty

(Kylin Ridge) in Nanyang City, Henan, there is a very important celestial map. In the center of the map is seated
image of Taiyi (the Supreme Unity, or the highest lord of the heaven) surrounded by the Four Supernatural Beings
(the Azure Dragon, the Scarlet Bird, the White Tiger and the Somber Warrior), the sun, the moon, the Big Dipper
and the Milk Dipper (the constellation composed of the ., A, ¢, o, 7 and { Sagittarii); the trident-shaped
crown on his head would be the “celestial crown” mentioned in the historic literature, which was the symbol
of the “Spear of the Supreme Unity” composed of the sun, the moon and the Big Dipper; the scene of the Four
Supernatural Beings (which might represent the Five Emperors) surrounding the Taiyi showed that the Taiyi was
attended by them. The Big Dipper and Milk Dipper symmetrically flanking the Taiyi showed that they, who were

the major master of fate and minor master of fate, were also attending the Taiyi. The Taiyi worship in the Han

Dynasty had close relationship with the thought of ascending immortal on Kunlun Mountain.
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