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narrative structure of Chinese history to the linear model of Western experience, which became the prototype
of the narrative and the symbol of “modernization” in later ages.

A Forgotten Pioneering Work in Renaissance Studies: A Review of Lorenzo Pignotti’s History of
Tuscany // Zhou Chunsheng

Italian historian Lorenzo Pignotti’s History of Tuscany was published in the early nineteenth century, a
pioneering work on Renaissance Studies in Western historiography. The concept “ New Athens” is the
dominant theme throughout the entire book. The author intends to show that ancient Athens in Greece was
the source of Western culture. Florence and Tuscany succeeded its position, and became the origin of the
revival of Classical scholarship in modern Italy as well as the center of modernization in the history of
Western culture. The concept of “New Athens” contains the way in which Pignotti interpreted the cultural
history of Italy from the fourteenth to sixteenth century, and some academic highlights. It sheds new light
on the studies of the Renaissance as well as cultural history.

Cultural Memory and the Roman Empire in Pausanias’ Description of Greece // Lv Houliang

As the only extant example of ancient Greek periegesis, Description of Greece by traveler Pausanias who
lived in the Nerva-Antonine Dynasty offers one type of unique cultural memory to its readers. On the one
hand, Pausanias generally ignores or criticizes the cultural relics, institution and history of Greece under the
reign of the Roman Empire, and excludes relevant elements from the cultural memory of “ Greece in
freedom. ” On the other hand, he intentionally establishes close connection between ancient Greek history
and the philhellenic policies of the Roman emperors in reality, thereby bestows significant contemporary
relevance upon the cultural memory in Description of Greece. The unique structure of the cultural memory of
Pausanias reflects the character of hypolepse in the historical view of ancient Greek intellectuals, and to some
extent proves the success of the philhellenic policies of the Roman Empire in the second century A. D.

History Writing and Its Political Context: Howard Zinn’s People’s History and Its Impact //
Liu Dingyt

Howard Zinn is a prominent figure in the New Left movement, known for his progressive and critical
view of American history. His masterpiece A People’s History of the United States re-interprets the history of
the United States through the concept of the “people. ” Upon reflection of the “ American Creed” which is
centered on the Anglo-Protestant culture, he points out that the white racism, Elitism, gender
discrimination are implicitly embedded in the traditional history writing. Zinn’s book gained great
influence. New categories of historical analysis such as “race,” “gender,” and “class” have dominated
historical writing in America since the 1970s, and Zinn’s people’s history represents the trend. Inside and
outside academia people are debating on the radicalism embodied in Zinn’s historical writing. Not only does
it indicate the impact and polarizing power of historiography on political values after it reaches the society,
but also the enormous pressure that the tensions between academics and politics have on the writing of
history. It further reflects the disagreements and challenges that contemporary American historians face on
the issues of political identification.

Progress on the Study of African Environmental History during the Last Two Decades // Li Pengtao

The study of African environmental history has made rapid progress during the last twenty years. Its main
topics cover the following areas: ecological factors concerning farming and stockbreeding industries, wildlife
protection, usage and protection of forest resources, water resources management, the ecological dimension of
livestock diseases, the local knowledge and western sciences in the process of African environmental changes,
and so on. The study of African environmental history combines environmental history and social history in its
methodology, analyzes the significant impact of colonialism on African environment, and closely follows the
questions of development that are urgently presented to Africa today. Despite its achievements, the study of
African environmental history still faces many challenges. For example, the current research mainly focuses on
Eastern and Southern areas in Africa, especially the Anglophone zone, while many other areas are being
neglected. Scholars still struggle to find reliable data and archival materials as well.



