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Ecological Implication of Karl Marx’s Critique of Political Economy and Its Enlightenment

REN Kai

Abstract In Das Kapital and his manuscripts, Karl Marx s critique of the political economy of capitalism by applying the
historical materialism discusses the regularity of the synergetic development among the human, the nature and the society
from the aspect of social institution, reveals the anti—ecological essence of capitalist mode of production and puts forwards
the view of labor practice with the characteristic of “interchange with Nature” and with the principle of the unity of purpo-
siveness and regularity, the view of material wealth based on the labor theory of value, the view of economic ecology laying
emphasis on the recycling of natural resources, the view of moderate consumption advocating the economy in consumption,
and the view of social justice surpassing the capital logic and solving various conflicts of interest in society. The discovery
of classic Marxist thought resources of ecology from Marx s critique of political economy can expand the ecological horizon
of the research of Marxist political economics and provide a beneficial enlightenment for promoting the green development

and the construction of socialist ecological civilization.

Key words  Karl Marx; critique of political economy; capital logic; ecology or ecosystem
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